More at stake in stem-cell patents In the first half of this year, after intense long-term negotiations, the WHO delivered three significant agreements for public health: on influenza virus and benefit sharing; on non-communicable diseases; and on accountability in women's and children's health. These agreements could never have been reached without international trust in the WHO and great diplomacy and flexibility from the participants. Last month's World Health Assembly followed up with a progress report (see go.nature. com/jbqjy1).
Global health is important for every country. I am working with colleagues and member states to strengthen the WHO. Last year, I began a consultation with the organization's six regions to make our systems more effective, efficient and transparent. I will continue to work to make the WHO fit for purpose in the twenty-first century. Contrary to Pearce's suggestion, no country maintains a fertility of 2.1 children per woman between 2010 and 2100 in the medium variant of the 2010 revision. In that variant, projected fertility is lower than 2.1 by 2095-2100 in 182 of the 197 countries. Furthermore, the populations of 118 countries -55% of the world population -are projected to be declining by 2100, indicating that their fertility levels are projected to stay well below 2.1 for several decades.
The medium variant of the 2010 revision produces a 2050 world population that is, as Pearce notes, 156 million higher than that projected in the 2008 revision. This 1.7% difference is comparable to that between earlier revisions produced during this decade. Hania Zlotnik Population Division,United Nations, New York, USA. zlotnik@un.org
